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‘Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.” is 





A SERMON 
WHY MEN FOLLOW VICE. 
BY 0. A. BROWNSON. 
“The ways of wisdom are ways of pleasantness, | 
and all her paths are peace.” —Prov, iii. 17. 
1. Most people, I believe, are willing to | 
acknowledge ‘“‘the way of the transgressor is | 
hard;” and very few but are equally willing | 
to admit, “‘the ways of wisdom are ways of | 
leasantness and that all her paths are peace.” 
he pain and anxiety which most feel in by 
far the greater part of their pursuits, one would | 
think, were safficient to fasten the conviction | 
that they are wandering in errour ; and also to | 
excite an inquiry if they cannot adopt some | 
expedient more favourable to happiness. I | 
say, one would think, the pain and anxiety | 
sufficient, and [ believe it actually is. No man 
can be unhappy without perceiving it; and 
few who regard what passes in their own | 
minds can be at a loss to determine its true 
cause. 

2. It is thus we often hear persons appa- | 
rently the most guilty the loudest in their | 
complaints against vice. You never hear per- 
sons of intemperate habits, in their moments 
of sobriety, commending intemperance or ap- 
proving their own course. Speak to an in- 
temperate man of the deleterious consequen- | 
ces of intemperance. Tell him with the deep- 
est pathos that its tendency is ruin and he wiil 
perhaps surprise you with his acute perception | 
of its destructive nature, and the masterly 
manner with which he developes its hidden 
enormities. No man can lecture more pro- 
foundly or more successfully on the beauty and | 
utily of temperaace ; and no man can feel 
more accutely that he has “ put an enemy in 
his mouth to steal away his brain.” But in- 
stead of this conviction, this accute sensibility 
leading him to reform, it often only drains | 
another bowl to drown itself. 

} 


3. Hence perhaps we are able to discover 
the fallacy of a very current philosophy among 
many who make great pretensions to correct 
thinking ; whose principle dogma is, convince 
a man what you propose is really good, make 





fact. ‘here can be no doubt the intemperate 
is more clearly convinced of the importance of 
temperance than the perfectly temperate man 

3. This is evinced by those frequent resolu- 
tions which he makes to reform; but which 


, Seldom sueceed. And this discloses anuther 
| mistake in supposing the will to be the govern- 


ing principle of human actions. 

4. Itcan hardly be supposed that a man’s 
will is averse to happiness, when indeed, we 
see a desire for happiness is the first and stron 
est principle developed in our nature. * Nor 
can we admit that men are entitely i nt of 


| the true source of that which they so.grdently 


desire. Ignorant, no doubt they are, in many 
respects ; but I shall not be told a man endow- 
ed with the ordinary share of understanding, 
is so ignorant as to believe that sin or viee is 
more conducive to his happiness than virtue. 
Nor shall I find much dispute respecting what 
is virtue or what is vice. How bappens it then 


| with this desize, with this conviction and this 


knowledge, that man still continues to pursue 
the road which leads to his own destruction ? 
That Iam right, in my supposition respecting 


| the will, may be easily ascertained from the se- 


venth chapter of Paul to the Romans, who 
speaks as every enlightened man who re 

the operations of his own mind must speak.— 
See verse 15: “ For that which I do I allow 
not, fer what I would that do I not, but what 
I hate that I do.” Let then the question recur, 
how happens it, that men with the knowledge 


| of the road which leads to happiness, with a 
| strong desire to welk in it, do, notwithstanding 


this knowiedge ind this desire, continue in a 


| course which th+y are sensible yields them no 


enjoyment ? 
5. IL know it has been thought the cause 
lies in the wiil. But will can hardly be said 


| to exist in opposition to the clear conviction of 


the understanding and the strong desire of the 
heart. Call will what you please, you can 
make it nothing more nor less than the deter- 
mination of the mind. How the mind can 
determine against chat which it perceives to be 
for its own good, and against that which it hes 
a strong desire to possess, is to me a problem 
noteasy to solve. Let it be understood, we 
think it sufficiently evident, if not from the 
remarks we have made, from every one’s ex- 





| 
his miad perceive that it is truly desirable, | perience, that 2 man may, aay often does, con- 
and you enlist all his powers to accomplish it. | tinue @ practice which the clearest-convietions 
This is not always nor even very often the | of his own understanding disepprove ; that he 
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fll 
may. reject that which he believ 
best interest, and that too, when he desires, 
yea, when he is exerting all his powers, to 
possess it. For we still believe every rational 


epee 


man believes religion to be for his highest in- | 
We also believe that every sober- | 
minded man knows whether he possesses it or | 


terest. 


not ; that he knows also that vice is the cause | 


of the uneasiness he feels, and that he is fully 
convinced that religion would relieve him of 
his uneasiness. How then can his will deter- 
mine against it’ 

6. Now I believe it does not thus determine. 


I contend that will, instead of being against or | 
being averse to walking the paths of wisdom, | 


is in favour of it; that will, instead of being 
opposed to God, as too many theologians dream, 
is often the only friend left him in the human 
heart. The Christian world have here fallen 
into a gross mistake. In their zeal against sin, 
in their declamations against human depravity, 
they haye divested the heart of every princi- 
ple which is commendable and have described 
the powersof the mind, as well as of the body, 
without a single exception, as enlisted in the 
service of Satan, as determined to dethrone Je- 
hovah ; andas resolved to trample every thing 
bearing a mark of holiness, in the dust. But 
this is all mere declamation. The language 
of Paul, in the chapter to the Romans, to 
which we have already referred, should make 
them blush for this ignorance and want of at- 
tention to the oracles of Truth. Paul, assu- 
ming the character of the unbeliever, says the 
* good J would,” that is, the good which J, the 
intellectual man, my reason or judgement or 
will, “ would do, I donot, but the evil I, the 
inner or intellectual man, would not, that I 
do.” “TI find then,” continues the apostle, 
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* @ law, that when I would do good, evil is | 


resent with me ; for I delight in the law of | 
| favourable to virtue. 


od after the inward man. But I see another 
law in my members, warring against the law 


of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to | 


the law of sin which is in my members.””— 
Some I know suppose Paul was here speaking 


j 


| 


of a man after regeneration, but of this there | 


is no proof, and his adding immediately, “ O 


wretched man that I am! who shall deliver 


me from the body of this death ?” seems to 
imply that it was a person unacquainted with 
the salvation wrought in the soul of the belie- 
-ver hy Christ. If the Christian is subject to 
death, or if a man who is “born again,” is 
erying for deliverance in this manner, I would 
not give much for his Christianity nor for his 
new birth. But that Paul was speaking of the 
unbeliever, is made still more clear from the 
following verse, “‘I thank God that I am deli- 
vered through Jesus Christ our Lord. Dol 
myself then asa slave, serve with the mind, 
the law of God, but with the flesh the law of 
sin? Bynomeans.” (See Kneeland’strens- 






es isfor his! 7. The difficulty is now before us. The 


ways of wisdom are ways of pleasantness ;— 
mankind see them—desire to walk in them. 
| What is the reason they do not ? I believe this 
question, difficult as it may seem, can be an- 
swered. If we mark clearly, we shall disco- 
yer quite an army of appetites and passions 
which overwhelm the reason, judgement or 
will and carry it away captive. These appe- 
tites and passions fasten upon their objects and 
demand immediate gratification. They are so 
| noisy and impetuous in their demands, that the 
| voice of reason is overpowered and put to si- 
lence. The person is like a feeble bark des- 
titute of chart or rudder, abandoned to the 
mercy of the raging ocean, and every moment 
in dangerof being engulphed or dashed against 
the rocks. But it may be asked, what are 
these appetites or passions, whence do they 
derive their power? and if they are able to 
take reason and judgement captive, how can 
ve avoid the slavery of vice to which they sub- 
ject us? 

8. To cnumerate these appetites and pas- 
sions, is not the business of the preacher, but 
of the metaphysician ; and we shall not now 
encroach upon his prerogative. Every man 
may easily understand what 1 mean by them. 
When aman has an appetite for ardent spirits, 
he is apt to indulge it when reason bids him 
forbear. And when this appetite becomes 
strong and urgent he indulges it even when he 
wills or determines to abstain. Every one is 
sensible that when he gets very angry, the 
| passion of anger overpowers his reason, and he 
, often dovs that which he bitterly regrets, when 
| it subsides. So probably of all appetites or 
| passions of which we are susceptible. But 





| whence do they derive their power ? 

9. This question has led to many disputes, 
and given rise to many theories, by no means 
Some, fond of any ex- 
cuse, blame poor nature at a most unmerciful 
rate, and say that all is owing to the peculiari- 
ties of our organick structure. That is, we 
are so made, the workman who manufactured 
us, mingled the various ingredients, in such ir- 
regular proportions, that our constitution is the 
cause of all the evils which flow from our wild 
and ungovernable appetites and passions. This 
may be true; but, though if would exonerate 
us from all blame, it is not a very comfortable 
thought : for all the irregularities, of which we 
complain, arising from our very natures, must 
be inevitable, and as we can hardly hope to 
change our natures, we must expeet always to 
endure whatever evils they bring in their train. 
And, if we should admit it to be true, we 
should only, perhaps, have to call the most 
vicious man the most virtuons. For he that is 
most vicious, is so only because he has the 
most unfavourable constitution, and having to 
struggle against the heaviest load, he has tried 





‘ation which makes the sense clear and plain.) 


probably the hardest to be good, and should be 
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rewarded according io his exertion, and not 
according to what he has actually accomplish- 
ed. A man has done well—that is nothing. 
He had no difficulties to encounter ; his con- 
stitutional bias was in his favour and led him 
naturally by its influence to the performance of 
his duty. The vicious man has done bad.-- 
True ; but then, poor man! he tried to do bet- 
ter, but his constitution was so perverse, he 
could not. 
ness with which he tried to be good. | always 
suspect those philosophers, who attribute their 
imperfections to the perverseness of nature or 
the unfavourableness of their constitutional or- 
ganization. Itis a short way of removing a 
difficulty and of exonerating one’s self, but not 
very proper. 

10. But some are so very grateful to their 
heavenly Father, as to give him the credit of 
giving our appetites and passions this undue 
strength. He, having determined to exhibit 
all his attributes, resolved, as the best means 
of doing it, that all should become sinners, that 
he might convince them, that he was merciful 
by saving a few, and make them feel he was 
powerful by damning all the rest. He, there- 


fore, very wisely, as Piscator, an eminent di- | 


vine, of the Calvinistick church well observes, 
‘“‘ereated man to this two-fold end, that he 
should sin necessarily that he might be damned 
justly.” But, notwithstanding this idea has 
many beauties and is “ full of sweet comfort” 
to the elect, I am inclined to think it is not 
very honourable to God, nor very consoling to 
the greater part of mankind. At least, if it 
excite a hope of a pleasing state of things after 
death, it is not calculated to do much towards 
reforming mankind and increasing their hap- 
piness while here. It does not become man to 
charge his faults and sufferings upon Deity. 
He ought to have the humility to charge them 
to his own account. But enough—tI need not 
pursue either of these ideas. The first, if ad- 
mitted, must be a source of aggravation, and 
the second of continual murmuring. We see 
the pleasant paths of wisdom ; we see them 
adorned with flowers and every thing inviting. 
We earnestly desire to walk them, but these 
vexatious laws of our nature or the imperfec- 
tions of our constitution prevent us. This is 
hard ; and it is no better to say the decree of 
the Almighty keeps us back. Some we see 
walking them. O how should we like to walk 
ourselves! but alas! the decree of Heaven 
has blocked the way and we must continue in 
sin that we may be “damned justly.” Not 
much consolation from such information. 

11. But whence do they derive their power? 
This is easy enough answered. But we shall 
admit there is some difference in the constitu- 
tion of different persons. Different tempera- 
ments, no doubt, dispose the constitution to 
one pursuit, and may give favour to one set of 
appetites and passions rather than to another. 
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| the law of sin and death. 
| tution that when we become habituated to any 
| pursuit, or when our mind has become biassed 
}in favour of any particular object, no after 
| conviction, no reason of the judgement, no de- 
He must be judged by the hard- | 


| cannot control into the vortex of ruin, or are 
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But it will be found that habit is the demon. 
Habit, improper habits are what give the ‘ap- 
petites and passions the power to tun away 
with our reasom and to bring us in bondage to 
Such is our consti- 


termination of the will, has power to correct 
the errour, but we are driven by a force we 


lost in inevitable destruction. A temperate 
man takes a glass, now and then ; the practice 
becomes habitual ; the glass is more frequently 
taken, and the man who determined to pre- 
serve his character for sobriety, insensibly and 
involuntarily ends in a drunkard. So of almost 
any Vice we ay name. 

12. But perhaps I may be allowed to en- 
large upon this. Few persons ate aware of 
the power of habit. Most men are carried 
along the current of things without reflecting 
whither they are borne or whither they are 
likely to land. An improper biass, given to 
the mind by the levity or indiscretion of the 
parent or instructor, gives rise to a course of 
actiou, which, becoming habitual, determines 
the future character of the individual. Per- 
haps almost unknown to ourselves, we may 
nourish, with maternal fondness, same prinei- 
ple, thus incautiously implanted, which may 
one day overwhelm us with ruin and disgrace. 
How many have started in life with the fairest 
prospects to themselves and with the brightest 
expectations to their friends! Their hearts 
were open, generous and humane. They bid 
fair to honour themselves and be benefactors 
to those with whom they were connected. So- 
ciety with the warmest affection received them 
into its bosom, reposed the fullest confidence 
in their prudence and integrity; while every 
thing seemed to rivet the conviction that they 
were travelling the direct road to virtue, to 
happiness and to honourable distinction. But 
alas! they stopped suddenly in the midst of 
their course; their sun set at noon; oblivion 
snatched them from our sight. 

13. But have we ability to resist the power 
of habit? It may not be impossible, but it is 
extremely difficult for persons to shake off the 
power of habit and return to virtue when they * 
have long been fixed in a course of vicious 
aberration. ‘Can the Ethiopian e his 
skin or the leopard his spots? then may ye 
also do good that are accustomed to do evil.” 
Though we may at first grant no great indul- 
gence to appetite and passion; though for 
awhile we keep the path of virtue in our sight 
to which we are determined to return, after 
we have made a few excursions for, pleasure, 
we have the mortification to discover one com- 
pliance paves the way for another; the fault 
once committed, is committed again with lesa 
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reluctance; the indulgence is extended; the 
practice becomes confirmed; the habit fixed 
»and appetite bas acquired a power next to 
‘impossible to subdue. The downward pro- 
gress is rapid. We rush on with fatal impetuo- 
sity; we leap the precipice of destruction ; 
and when completely ruined, look up with 
painto the height from which we have fallen 
and wish, but vainly wish, to return! And 
alzs! generally the remainder of life must be 
made up of regrets the most painful and of re- 





temerity. Itis then the grey-headed victim 
of improper habit, with one foot in the grave, 
and his frame tottering with age and debility, 
with his mind shrinking from the pest and 
trembling with apprehensions for the future, 
exclaims, in. almost the hollow voice of the 
tomb, “‘ shun my example ; avoid my track— 
itis the road of infamy ; its end is death!” 
Can we avoid it ? 

14. I eannot bring myself to answer this 
question in the negative. Severe indeed would 
be our condition, if habit had_ the liberty to 
fasten her chains, inflict her torture, and we 
have no power to resist or to defend ourselves. 
I cannot believe that Deity has subjected us to 
a condition so servile. He has given too ma- 
ny proofs of his goodness to allow his crea- 
tur@s to adopt a conclusion so dishonourable to 
him or so despondent to ourselves. The power 
must bé@ lodged in the hands of men; but as 
the individual is not wholly culpable for the 
formation of improper habits, it is evident they 
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morse the most poignant for our past folly and | 





have not always in their individual character 
the power to shake them off. This power is | 
no doubt in the possession of community ; and | 
if the whole hody could be persuaded to ex- | 
ercise it, vice would be abolished and virtue 
establighed. Most moralists have committed 
@ fatel errour on this subject. They generally 
make the individual culpable for all his vices, 
and have accordingly required the individual 
to reform.’ This is not correct; the vices of 
the individaal are generally the vices of the 
age, in which he lives, or of the particular ‘per- 
sons of circumstances with whom he associates 
er with which he is surrounded. Habits are 
generally derived from .a variety of causes 
which are unperceived by the individual and 
become confirmed befere one is aware of their 
destructive tendency. To avoid them is the 
true method—to break their chain is difficult 
if not impossible. Mankind have no natural 
desire to be vicious. Every one loves virtue 
and were it not for the improper bias: which 
perhaps at a very tender age is giver his mind, 
were it not that his injudicious education or 
the peculiar circumstances of his youth or of | 
his late years have thrown him into a channel 
so broad and so deep, that he cannot leave it, 
| he would always walk in the ways of wisdom. 
} What shall be done ? 












15. Much can and much must be done be- 






















































fore society will observe the pleasant ways of 
wisdom to walk inthem. ‘Train. up a child 
in the way he should go and when he is old 
he will not depart from it,” is a maxim founded 
in experience as well as in revelation, and one 
too, which has never been known to fail, 
when judiciously followed. But_it is, one 
which often requires greater knowledge as 
well as prudence and caution on the part of 
parents than they are in general qualified to 
exercise. We must begin by raising the stan- 
dard of education. We must go back, mark 
the course taken by our predecessors; .we 
must study to «discover their errours, and in 
the system we adopt, we must aim to avoid 
them. We must study to enlighten the great 
body of the community and must contrive some 
way or other to get the force of habit on the 
side of wisdom. Habit is as firm a friend 
as itis a bitter enemy. It is just as easy to 
have habit in our favour, as it is to have it 
against us. All that is requisite, is, that we 
start right. Mankind, in the infancy of the 
world, were themselves infants. They were 
then ignorant of the ways of wisdom, knew 
not good from evil, until bitter experience 
taught them. ‘They would then have returned, 
but alas! Cherubim and flaming swords guar- 
ded the tree of life, and they were destined to 
wander over the earth and select the healing 
balm from the vast variety of trees and plants 
which were thickly sown over its face. Hav- 
ing no criterion by which to distinguish the 
good from the bad, the false from the genuine, 
until the effect determined, they committed a 
multitude of errours, which have continued to 
be committed over and over again by their 
posterity ever since. We must begin as it 
were de novo. We must begin with a strict 
inquiry what there is in our present system of 
things which is incompatible with virtue ; also 
what there is which is good. This is no tri- 
fling inquiry. We must trace back each to 
its origin, point out its effects ; if good, unite 
in embracing it; if bad, throw it away. In 
this inquiry we must not be guided by theory, 
but by experience, which we must consider an 
infallible test. Brethren, the magnitude of 
this work may seem discouraging. But if we 
cannot perform the whole let us perform what 
we can ; be cautious what we teach our chil- 
dren and be strictly on our guard, lest they 
imbibe some pernicious habit which will for- 
ever debar them from the paths of wisdom and 
virtue. 














THE BSSAYIST. 


AN ESSAY ON CHRISTIANITY. 
NO. Il. 
THE TRINITY. 

In prosecuting the Essay on Christianity I 
shall not be governed by the order of inquiry 
which was stated in the notice I published, but 
shall commence with the Trinity, though my 
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readers may be assured each of the subjects, 
mentioned in that notice, will be discussed in 
the course of our inquiry. 

The Trinity, from the prominent rank which 
it holds among doctrines reputed Christian, 
from the high degree of importance which it is 
supposed to possess, as well as from its own 
abstruse nature, is justly entitled to the first 

lace in a disquisition of religious dogmas. A 
belief in this dogma is considered, by a large 
proportion of the Christian world, as not only 
essential to the holiness of one’s life, but abso- 
lutely necessary to avert the wrath of God, and 
to save the soul from eternal perdition. It is 
considered the grand pillar of Christianity, the 
chief corner stone of that spiritual temple which 
the prophets, the apostles and the pious in eve- 
ry age of the church have been ambitious to 
erect. As every one wishes for happiness both 
here and hereatter, none can reasonably refuse 
to examine a dogma possessing such a power- 
ful recommendation, and such imposing claims. 

It is truly lamentable to the philosophick 
and to the benevolent mind, that mankind 
should have so long wandered in search of 
truth without once getting into the right path, 
or that they should have wasted so much tine 
and exhausted so many brilliant geniuses in 
fruitless attempt to investigate subjects which 
must forever elude the reach of our senses or 
the power of our comprehension. Had man- 
kind at first known, what subjects they might 
have studied with profit and what they could 
not, or in other words had they at first known 
the circle which bounds their observation or 
which fixes the limits of their knowledge they 
had been at this time far advanced in the ac- 
quisition of wisdom. Had this been known } 
the human race would never have been per- 
plexed with so many absurd theories of religion | 
as have spread over the earth with littie other | 
effect than to scandalize the Divinity and make | 
enemies of brethren. The time which has} 
been employed in the vindication or in the re- | 
futation of vague and contradictory dogmas, 
might have been usefully employed in the de- 
velopement of the various phonomena of the 
natural world, and in the acquisition of useful 
knowledge. 

But ignorant of nature, man disdained to con- 
sult the objects which were contiguous to his 
siryation, impatient of knowledge he could not | 
submit to the slow and tiresome process of ob- 
servation and experiment, but with a boldness 
honourable indeed to the sublimity of his mind, 
he rashly leaped into the empyreal sphere, de- 
termined to survey the throne of the Almighty 
and from its lofty eminence to give laws to the 
Universe. Unmindful of earth he was engros- 
sed with heaven, neglectful of his own con- | 
stitution and of the conduct necessary to pro- 
eure his own and his brethren’s happiness, he 
attempted to explore the depths of the Divini- 
ty, and to scan the counsels of Jehovah. In- 
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attentive to the importance of knowledge 
which might be made subservient to the pur- 
poses of life, he invoked the genius of Faith, 
and deemed it the summit of his hopes, and 
the purity of his life to believe. The evil eon- 
sequences of this grand mistake are not te be 
numbered. Inquiry has been diverted from 
her legitimate course, and the mind hes been 
wasted and the understanding destroyed, to 
learn that which, if learned, would be useless, 
but which must forever mock his impotent ex- 
ertions. 

Ignorant that ‘ the proper study of mankind 
is man,” he vainly asked and attempted toan- 
swer the question, “what is God?” The 
question is involved in impenetrable darkness. 
Thousands of answers have been given, but 
all are equally unsatisfactory. Whether the 
mighty Energy, the mysterious Power which 
pervades the whole of nature and enables the 
Universe to present its various and ever vary- 
ing phenomena, be a Being separate from mat- 
ter or inherent in it; whether it produced and 
arranged the vast machine, or be the result or 
aggregate of all the laws by which matter is 
actuated ; whether it acts by intelligence or a 
blind necessity—are questions which baffle all 
our powers to answer, and which is the cor- 
rect, man cannot by all the faculties mature 
has given him, ever ascertain. 

If then he knows so little of God, how can 
he pretend to explain the mode of his exist- 
ence, or state the number of persons who 
participate his Divinity? From the study of 
nature, he cannot ascertain that there is a God, 
much less that God exists in.a three-fold form, 


| or in other words, that there are three persons 


in the God-head, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
equal in power and glory, the same in sub- 
stance, perfectly distinct and independent of 
each other, and yet constituting but one God. 
Nature never taught this, or that part of nature 
which is open to our view, never tanght and 
can never assure us it is true. If trae, the 
evidences of its truth are not found amen 
things which we know, nor with whieh, 
our own powers, we can become acquainted, © 
The subject is enveloped in thick darkness, 
an impervious vail hides it from our sight, and 
to investigate it we require the aid of another 
sense, one which can detect the spiritual 
world, converse with immaterial existences, 
tell us what they are, how they are made, and 
what forme they bear. But such a sense we 
have not. Some may pretend to it, but man, 
as such, does not possess it, and has no reason 
to expect that he ever will. From nature there 
is no evidente in its favour. It is not a doc- 
trine of nature, and consequently is not sup- 
ported by natural reason. But this-is no atgu- 
ment against its truth. It may however be a 
strong argument why we should not believe it. 
But as we cannot be so vain as to suppose that 
whatever is, is present toour sight, or that we 
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know all the possible modes of being which 
may exist in the infinitude of space ; it would 
be in the highest degree absurd for us to pro- 
nounce any being a fictitious one, merely be- 
cause, in our ebservations, we have never 
seen it. 

But it is proper, that in this place, we cau- 
tion ourselves against 2 practice which many 
theologians seem highly to admire. The argu- 
ment addressed to our ignorance is too often 
used, and many, when endeavouring to sup- 
port dogmas which refuse the cognizance of 
sense, or which extend beyond the provinces 
of reason, are extremely apt to infer their 
truth from the fact that we do not knew them 
to be false. But though our ignorance may be 
a good reason why we should not pronounce 
a thing false, it is a poor one indeed why we 
should call one true. Every man, who e‘firms 
@ position, should offer in its support, aflirma- 
tive evidence, and his failure to do this, may 
always justify the conclusion, that he has none 
to offer. And no man is bound by the laws of 
evidence, tu believe an assertion because he 
does not know it tobe false. He that makes | 
the assertion must prove it, or.we may reason- | 
ably réject it. 

‘Our ignorance, respecting such a being as a 
“Triune” God, is no argument against the 
truth of the assertion, that there is such a Be- | 
ing, neither is it any argument in faveur of | 
such assertion. If there be no facts to prove 
his existence, we are under no obligation to 
believe ; and if we. must be sent to endless 
woe under these circumstances for such a dis- 
belief, we shall doubtless go without guilt or 
remorse. Butif the dogma in question con- | 
tradict facts which we know, or which are | 
plain to our senses, we are not only not bound 
to'believe, but absolutely bound to reject it. 

It is impossible for the same thing to be and | 
not to be. I have two books before me ; they | 
are’ two; and I should consider myself justi- | 
fied in telling any person, he was deficient in 
common sense or common honesty, who should 
assert they were one For such an assertion | 
is at war with the plain testimony of my sen- 
ses, and I know it cannot be true, because it 
denies the existence of one book which I know | 
lies before me. Should the Trinitarian tell | 
me that God is three persons, and yet but one | 
person, I might justly reply, your assertion is | 
false, for it is impossible in the nature of things | 
that three should be one, or that one should be | 
three. And if he should vary his phraseology, | 
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| conception. 


express most, if not.all, of the ideas the human 
mind can conceive ; at least I have found no 
difficulty. I have always been mere troubled 
to obtain ideas, than I have to find words to 
communicate them. The Trinitarian is much 
attached to his peculiar dogma ;_ he is extreme- 
ly desirous of making it intelligible, but it is 
beyond the power of man to make a thing 
which is not, intelligible by any form of words 
which he can devise. No matter how much 
labour he bestows upon the child of his affec- 
tion, if nature has not made it reasonable, he 
cannot make itso. The probability in regard 
to the Trinity, is, that it js unintelligible ‘and 
unreasonable or contradictory. 

If the Trinitarian will assert there are three 
Gods, his assertion is tangib] It becomes a 
matter of fact, and testimony may be adduced 
to establish its correctness. But if he assert 
these three Gods, or ratier three individuals, 
are but one God, he asserts that which implies 
a physical impossibility. He may say these 
three individuals are of the same substance, or 
that the same substance which constitutes the 
being of one, equally constitutes that of the 
three ; but this assertion would destroy the 
idea he would wish to convey. Identity of sub- 
stance may be understood of sameness of kind, 
that is, the substance which constitutes the 
being of three men may be the same or of 
alike kind; but this definition, if admitted 
and applied to the Trinity, would prove there 
were three Gods, as much as it does that there 
are three men, who have a common natore, or 
who participate the same substance; and it 
would make it just as improper to call the three 
divine persons one God, as it would be to call 
the three human persons one man. 

Identity of substance, in its strict sense, im- 


| plies that three individuals have not a like na- 


ture, do not partake of similar substance or 
one same jn kind, but one actually the same 
in every particular of which we can form any 
Say here is a lump of clay. The 
potter takes one third part of this and makes 
itinto one vessel; out of the remaining two- 
thirds, he makes two more. Here was one 
lump of clay divided into three parts and made 
into three distinct vessels. It would not be 
absurd to say these three vessels are one or the 
same in substance, understanding the sameness 
to he in kind, and not in the identity of parti- 
cles. 

But we cannot apply this reasoning to God. 
We know nothing of his substance. He is 


yet express the same thing, if he expressed any | said to be immaterial, and consequently indi- 
thing, I should be warranted tc make the same | visible. Might we hazard an idea on a sub- 
reply. | ject so inscrutable, we should say it is impos- 

The Trinitarian indeed complains of the | sible to suppose three distinct persons to par- 
paucity of language, and declares that he is | take of that which is necessarily one and the 
unable to find words to express his ideas of | same wherever it be found. For we cannot 
this sublime mystery. It may be so; but per- conceive of any distinction which can exist 
haps the difficulty is, he has no ideas to ex-| between the persons. Say God is pure spirit, 
press. Language, I believe, is adequate to} and that the whole of this spirit, however 
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widely diffused constitutes the whole of the 
Divinity. This Divinityis God. Call it Fa- 
ther, call it Son, call it Holy Ghost, or call it 
what we please, it is the same individual—the 
same indivisible God or Divinity. The Trinity 


is nothing but a word and the distinction for | 


which the Trinitarian contends, is a distinction 
in expression only and not in reality. 

Does the Father possess any attribute which 
does not belong to the Son? or do the Father 
and the Son possess any thing which does not 
belong to the Holy Ghost? Every Trinitarian 
answers no. How then are they distinguished 
one from the other ? 
distinction without a difference. 
nitarian but tramples upon his natural appre- 
hension of things whenever he attempts to 
advocate both the oneness and the plurality of 
the Godhead. : 

If he would say the three persons in his 
God, were one in design, one in their general 
pursuits and in their labours, whether of crea- 


| out deciding in this place whether it be rea- 


The Trinity is an unreasonable dogma, or, 
at least, it is not taught by reason, and it actu- 
ally is, if it mean any thing, opposed to our 
natural apprehension of things, and seems to 
contradiet some of the first prineiples which 
are the foundation of all reasoning. But with- 





sonable or unreasonable, we are provoked by” 


| the assertion that it is not a doctriae of reason 


but of the bible, to inquire how far this sacred 


| book is to be considered authority for a doc- 


It is in vain to talk of a | 
And the Tri- | 


tion, of providence, or of salvation, he would | 


be consistent in this respect. His unity and 
plurality would go very well together; for 
thongh they were many in one sense, they 
might also be one in another sense. But this 
would be Tritheism, and the Trinitarian ab- 
hors the idea that there are three Gods as 
much as does the most strenuous Unitarian. 
Auy conelusion different from this will de- 
stroy all distinction of persons in the Godhead, 
and the Trinity will dwindle down to different 
displays of Almighty Power, Wisdom or Good- 
ress. That is, if we look at God as the Crea- 


trine which is unreasonable. To answer this 
inquiry, we must answer several others which 
we propose to do, before we proceed farther 
in the examination of the Trinity. 

EDITor. 








“« EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THES FAITH.”” 


“ 4 STRANGE THING !!” 








Some kind friend, we know not who, has favoured 
us with a precious little Tract, called “ A Strange 
Thing.” We have read this through. And though 
we consider it sophistry and nothing but sophistry, we 
are well aware that itis not every one, that can diseo- 


| ver the fallaciousness of its reasoning. Probably the 


Orthodox have seldom produced “ a thing” which has 
better answered their purpose than this aforesaid pre- 
cious little Tract. 

The design of the tract is to disprove Universalism. 
] fimd,” says the writer,“ by conversation with my 
neighbours, and from the perusal of buoks and pamph- 


| lets which they are frequently putting into my hands, 


tor of the world we term him Father; if as | 


redeeming the world from sin and misery, we 
term him Son, because his dealing is with the 
sons or children of the Father; and if we look 


at him as by his power or life-giving energy | 


raising us from the death of sin to the life of 


holiness we term him the Holy Spirit. Per- 


ency in our statements if we should assert this, | 


but alas for the Trinitarian, his dear something, 
I know not what, would be no more. 

But it is unnecessary to dwell longer upon 
the reasonableness or unreasonableness of the 
dogma under review. Its advocates do not 
pretend that it is a doctrine of reason. They 
consider it a bible doctrine ; and as such they 
contend for its truth. Before we proceed to 
an inquiry whether it be really taught by the 
bible or not, | must be indulged in a digression 
for the purpose of disposing of some questions 
which naturally arise out of the state of the 
case. And I may as well tell the reader in 
this place as in any other, that I am not very 
fond of system ; and that my way of present- 
ing my essay in detached parcels, will permit 
me to attend to the questions which are exci- 
ted, by the way, rather than to discuss them 
all at once. 


| is indeed strange but not conclusive. 





that there is an opinion extensively prevalent that all 
mankind will be saved. Those with whose views I 
am best acqnainted, generally believe that there ixno 
punishment after death. Sin it is thought involves its 
own punishment. Consequently, when mankind cease 
to sin, as it is supposed they will at death, there will 
be an end to all their sufferings. This opinion appears 


haps reason could not discover any inconsist- | to me strange, not because it is entirely new, bat be- 


cause it is inconsistent with so many other things which 
I have long considered as facts, aad which, so far as! 
know, have been considered as facts by others.” This 
There is,tosay | 
the least, a bare possibility that universal ‘salvation 
may be true, notwithstanding it may be * inconsistent 
with so many other things,” which this writer “ has 
long considered as facts” or which have long“ been 
considered as facts by others.” We presume, if this 
writer belongs to the human family, and we havegood 
reason to think he does, that it is very likely he has 
long considered many things as “ facts” which a closer 
inspection might ascertain to be unfounded. 

But the first thing which seems strange to this wri- 
ter is,“ the soliciiude which the apostles manifested for 
the salvation of their hearers. They conversed, end 
preached, apd prayed, and laboured, as though they 
were deeply concerned for the salvation of theirfellows . 
men.” All this is teue bat we see nothing strange in 
this. But if the apestles believed that all meh were 


- 
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| rages with nearly their primitive force, while the pious 
| are grasping at an ideal world and consoling themselves 





fo be saved why were they so“ deeply concerned” is 
the strange thing which the writer cannot account for. 
Why not ? because there is any thing more unaccoun- 
fable than we every day witness? 


ly strange at our day ; and among preachers and would 
be apostles too. 

Is it not strange that ofr Calvinistick friends who 
believe that the number to be saved is * so certain and 
definite that one cannot be added or diminished” and 
secured too by a decree of God from all eternity, should 
nevertheless manifest that great solicitude which they 


do, for the salvation of the “ elect ?” Is it not s/range | 


that our orthodox friends should ‘be at such immense 
labour to. beg money from poor kitchen maids and from 
persons who need all their earnings for their own support 
or to pay their honest debts, for the purpose of manv- 
facturing such vast quantities of fracts, and that they 
should be at so much trouble and expense in sending 
off load after load to be distributed for the salvation 
of souls, when according to their own views every 
man’s destiny was irrevocably fixed, by the decrees of 
Heaven, before he was born? 
mankind should labour so hard for a little something 


to eat and to wear, when death in a few days will | 


place them beyond the reach of want? 


We think it is not difficult to perceive the stumb- | 
; for they are well aware, the question is frequently 


ling-block in the way of our authour. He, like most 
of his orthodox brethren, has his mind so engrossed 
with eternity that he has forgotten time, and his so 
great anxiety to ensure salvation in the world to come 
has made him think no happiness, to be enjoyed here, 
should claim the least solicitude. He thinks doubtless, 
as many say they do, that if our eternal felicity after 
death be sure, there can be no just occasion for any 
exertions to meliorate our condition in the world 
where we now reside. 
much injury to the prosperity of religion and with the 


most deleterious consequences to the peace and wel- | 


fare of the earth. 
Fatal mistake! We quit our own sphere, we rush 
headlong into an unkaown world, waste our time and 
strength in useless efforts to fathom the depths of eter- 
nity. The earth is neglected. The pressing affairs 
of time are turned aside to follow the imagination, or 
to listen to the vagaries of a bewildered brain. 
ety lies a rade uncultivated waste. The knowledge, 
whieh might enable us to call forth its latent powers 
and make it productive of all that can cheer and glad- 
den the heart, of all that can fasten the warm affec- 
tions and awaken the pleasing emotions of which we 
are succeptible, is neglected and every thing, which 
would have a direct tendency to make earth a para- 
dise, where all its inhabitants should be united by the 
strong cords of mutual love, is considered unworthy a 
wish or athought. The consequences of this mistake 
are, that the evils of which our forefathers complained 
are nut removed. Man still continues the enemy of 
n, and the greatest plague and tormenter ef his 
“kind. The whole catalogue of crimes and vices, which 
disgraced antiquity and made sorrow fill the hearts of 
fhe peoplé and wrefchedness their habitations, still 


Soci- 


The authour of 
this little tract might, perhaps, mark something equal- | 





Is it not strange that | 
| medy for all these evils, should we not be justified in 


This is an erroGr fraught with 


| here. 











with faacied visions ina world which they eannot, 
to say the least, enter till after death. War and ra- 
pine still continue to desolate and impoverish nations- 
Petty evils, in all their nauseous detail, spread over 


; the land now as well as formerly. And why? shall 


we waste our breath in idle declamations against Fate, 
attribute them to the decree of God, to the malignity 
of matter, or to the depravity of the will? No. The 
cause is an errour in judgement. 
implied in the objection we are considering. Theau- 
thour of this little tract like most of his brethren can 
see no adequate cause for the solici/ude manifested by 
the apostics without supposing they believed mankind 
were in danger of an endless hell. This supposition 
is founded ona wrong estimation of things. Weaeea 
world lying in wickedness, we see them plundering 
and devouring each other ; we see g world lying in 
wretchedness, over-run with false systemsof religion, 
distracted by the multiplicity of their gods and groan- 
ing beneath the burdens imposed by their spiritual ty- 
rants. Did we believe we had in our possession a re- 
manifesting the utmost solicitude to persuade our un- 
happy brethren to use it? 

Our readers will suffer us to dwell on this points 


asked by the advocates of endless misery, “ if univer- 
salism be true what is the use of preaching ?” If all 
mankind are a going to be saved, what necessity of be- 
ing virtuous here? Though I have often smiled at its 
weakness, yet there are many who consider it an un- 


answerable objeetion to universalism. Suppose we 


| should adopt the same principle of reasoning, if rea- 


scning it can be called, into common life? Friend, 
what is the necessity or what is the use of your eating 
your breakfast this morning ? you will have a break- 
fast next week and you will be just as well off then, 
or after you have then eaten, as you would have been 
if you had eaten éhis morning. Our friend might 
smile at our question, but it is most likely he would 
eat his breakfast without condescending to give us an 
answer. Jutif he should answer he would say,“ 
eat this morning and shall] continue my regular meals, 
from this time till next week that I may enjoy myself 
until then.” We doubt if orthodoxy with all her in- 
genuity cculd find any flaw in his reasoning, should he 
make such reply; and we say to all snch questions, 
that we think the use of preaching and the be- 
nefit of being virtuous, is, that we may be happy 
Because we are assured we shall be happy 
after death, we do not choose to be miserable till. then; 
and-because we are assured we shall feast on the 
bread of life in the kingdom of God, we do not prefer 
a perpetual fast while we are sojourners on the earth, 
To us itseems sirange that the orthodox sheuld talk 
and write as they do; or upon second thought it is not 


strange. They have so long been accustomed to for- 


get earth for heaven, and to infliet the severest woes 
epon mankind here that they may be happier here- 
after, that it is indeed no wonder they consider hu- 


The very errour 
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man happiness below, as entirely beneath their care. 
Any man who will calmly look at the situation of 
mankind as they were when ihe apostles preached, 
who will mark the corruption which then prevailed. 
the intolerance, bigotry and superstition of religion- 
ists, which was encouraged by the various theological 
and mythological systems which were then embraced, 
and will duly consider the misery they occasioned, 
will not, we think, be much surprized that the apos- 
tles, benevolent and compassionate as they were, 
should manifest the selicitude they did, providing they 
expected to benefit mankind only in this life. Should 
the apostles present themselves to this age, we believe 
they would be nesrly, if not equally, solicitous about 
" correcting the evils and abuses which have crept in 
among us, as they were to reform the world when they 
acted on its theatre. 

Man does not live for himself alone. He lives for 
posterity ; and the happiness or misery of the genera- 
tions which are to succeed us, depends ina great mea- 
sure upon our choice. Should we all embrace the 
Christian religion and be happy in consequence of so 
doing, would it net be worth something? We believe, 
if twelve men should accomplish it, by wearing out 
their own lives, there would be enough more happi- 
ness follow, to overbalance the pain and anxicty the 
twelve would endure. 
of the gain. 
diately to follow uz, would gain more than we should, 
and the generation next to follow still more, and thus 
on throughout all generations. But this will warrant 
no solicilude except it be for eternity? We think 
differently. To this object we have devoted the most 
of our life, and have felt as much solicitude to make 
mankind happy here, as the orthodox manifest to make 
them happy hereafter. We think the world might be 
soon reformed if men generally would manifest as 


But this is only a small part 
Our children, or the generation imme- 


much solicitude to be happy in this world, as they do 
to gain another. 
(To be continued.) 


MR. RAINS’ COMMUNICATION. 

We publish in this number a communication from 
Mr. Aylett Rains, who was formerly a preacher of 
Universalism, but is now a preacher of the “ancient 
order of things,” or of something else, we know not 
what. We conclude, however, that not finding with 
us what was necessary to arouse the “‘energy” of his 
mind and awaken the boisterous passions of his hear- 
ers, he has embraced the truth az it is in A. Campbell. 
We have no fault to find with him on this account.— 
He is at liberty, if he thinks best, io embrace Camp- 
bellism, or any other ism he pence. | 
mighty advantage in Campbellisu: 
be honest. What does A. Campbell believe? what 
tloes he advocate ? 
believes or what he advocates; but we like frankness. 
We wish every man would state his sentiments clearly 
and specifically. If Mr. Campbell's sentiments are 
true, why not let them come before the world ina 
tangible form? 

Mr. Campbell and his party declaim against sectar- 


it we can see no 
i ian means to 


We care nothing about what he 





ism, condemn all sects and are, so far as the writer of 
this knows any thing about them, as violent sectarians 
as there are in ours er any other country in Christen- 
dom. They have no creed, fersooth; but if every 
one does not understand the bible according to their 
construction they brand him “sectarian,” and heap 
upon his back all the epithets of reproach, found in 
the Jewish or Christian scriptures. They have no 
articles of Faith, indeed; but if one is not planged all 
overin a “mill pond,” or seme other fountain of wa- 
ter, the curse of God will rest upon him. “They are 
liberal,” itis said. Nodoabt of that: we never saw 
a kigot but what was liberal enough to let one believe 
just like himself. A Campbellite will no doubt call 
you brother, if you will agree te condemn what he 
condemns and to approve what he approves. But 
enough ! the controversy is in other hands,and we do 
notintend to interfere. All we say, is that we think 
there was ao need of so long a communication to settle 
the question whether the Deity will love a man more 
for being put allover under water, than he will if he 
stays on dry land. Disguise the question about bap- 
tism as much as we please, and ths is its amount.— 
Ask experience, does it make a man any better, more 
useful to himself and more benevolent to the hu:nan 
race? If it does, baptize, and the oftener the better. 











ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


MR. RAINS’ LETTER.—NO. II. 

Mr. Everett.—“ There is one Lawgiver 
who is able to save and to destroy,’ and if any 
man will not hear him, that man “ shall be de- 
stroyed from among the people.” This Law- 
giver is Jesus Christ, and Christians are all 
‘under law to him.” This Jesus, after his 
resurrection from the dead, and consequently 
after he had “ blotted out the hand writing of 
ordinances,” and all ordinances which were 
obligatory on those who lived underthe Mosa- 
ick economy, instituted by law, the ordinance 
of water baptism, and commanded his disciples 
not only to preach the “glad tidings,” but to 
baptize the disciples, and (o teach all the dis- 
ciples to be baptized. ‘ All authority,” said 
our Lawgiver, “is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth; go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spi- 
rit; teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you: and Jo I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the 
world.””—Matt. xxviii. 18, 20. And again— 
‘Go ye into all the world and preach the Gos- 
pel unto every creature. He that believeth 
and és baptized shall be saved; but he thet 
believeth not shall be damned.”—Mark xyi. 
15, 16. 

This law of baptism, sir, was enacted by a _ 
being who had been previously to the enact- 
ment of this law, invested with .all authority 
in heaven and in earth; and baptism was, in 
the estimation of this Lawgiver, So important, 
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that he not only taught his disciples to baptize 
all nations, but he commanded them to teach 
all nations to be baptized; for baptism was 
certainly one “ thing” among the “all things,” 
which he had commanded them to teach.— 
Now, sir, I shouldbe glad, if you would tell 
us whether this law has ever been repealed ; 
and if it has been repealed, tell us who it was 
that repealed it, and why it was repealed, and 
when it was repealed, and whether this was 
the only law of Christ which has been repeal- 
ed. Do, Sir, give us what information you 
ess upon this subject. If you can prove 
that the law of Christ relative to baptism, has 


been repealed, many an old sinner will rise up | 


and call you blessed, and you will be hailed by | 
practical Atheists asa luminary of the first 
magnitude, in the frigid heaven of Universal- 
ism. But be cautious, sir, in this matter, lest 
while you attempt to sect aside our baptismal | 
law, you infringe upon some other laws very | 
closely connected with it, and establish pre- 

mises agreeably with which every law of 

Christ may be supposed to have been repealed 

on the same principle. And remember, that | 
if you cannot prove that the law of Christ has | 


been repealed, so far at least as it relates to | 
baptism, it will continue to stand as an im- 
pregnable wall between you and your breth- 
ren in this country, and your little attempts | 
against us, will be as ineffectual, as would be | 


the efforts of school boys to batter down ram- | 
| power in us, to enable us to perceive that Jesus 


parts of brass with snow-bails. 

That the primitive Christians considered | 
themselves as being “under the law to Christ,” 
is a fact which you will not deny; and that 
they considered baptism as having been esta- 
blished by law, by the great Head and Legis- 


lator of all Christians, is a fact to my mind | 
Else why did the | 
apostles practice it among both Jews and Gen- | 


equally incontrovertible. 


tiles, in Judea, Samaria, and to the uttermost 
parts of the earth? If baptism was consider- 
ed by them as constituting a part of the Jewish 
ritual, and as being one of the “ divers wash- 
ings” under the law, why was it instituted af- 
ter the law was abrogated by the death of Jesus: 
and why did not the apostles protest against it, 
as you do, and as they did against circumcis- 
ion ? 


to remain inthe Church during the whole of 
the apostolick age, without either uttering or 
writing a syllable against it? Ah! had Mr. 
Everett been there with his “Gospel Advo- 


cate,” which I think will be found to be a Gos- | 


pel Adversary before long, he would have lam- 
pooned these apostles into a more strict observ- 


ance of their duty, and the long lapse of ages | 


intervening between Pentecost and the year 
A. D. 1828, should have resounded with his 
refined protestations against “ beggarly ele- 


ments,” wind and “ water,” “ frogs and magi- | 


cians,” &e. &c. &e. 


Is it not most astonishing, that they | 
should have permitted a “ beggarly element” | 


ADVOCATE. 

*‘ Tarry at Jerusalem,” said Jesus to his dis- 
ciples, “until you be endued with power 
from on high.”” Hence we find them on the 
day of Pentecost, “ with one accord at one 
place. And suddenly there came a sound 
from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and 
it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak with other tengues as the 
Spirit gave them utterance.” Thus, sir, were 
those disciples baptized with the Holy Spirit 
and fire, and thus did God indue them with 
power from on high; for it is said in the 5th 
verse of the Ist chap. of Acts, “ But ye shall 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days hence.” And in the Sth verse, he says, 





: “ye shal! receive power after that the Holy 


Spirit has come upon you; and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me, both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth.”” This baptism of Holy 
Spirit and fire, was truly miraculous ; and all 
its accompaniments were miraculous displays 
of the mighty power of Jesus, who, “ having 


| been by the right hand of God exalted, and 
| having received of the Father the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, he” (says Peter) “hath shed 


forth this, which ye now see and hear.’ Acts 


| li. 33. 


Now it requires nothing like a miraculous 


was the sole administrator of the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit and fire. Neither does it re- 
quire any great share of sagacity, to enable us 
| to determine, that our opponents cannot show 
! us a word of testimony in support of the old 
hackneyed and Quakerish notion, that the 
apostles were to baptize people with the Holy 
Spirit, or that Holy Spirit baptism was to be 
| perpetuated in the church. When Peter 
| preached to the people who had assembled at 

the house of Cornelius, they were baptized 

from heaven; for says Peter to his Jewish 
| brethren, “The Holy Spirit fell on them, as 
| on us in the beginning.”—Acts xi. 15. But 
that any of the race of Adam, ever were, or 
ever will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire, except those mentioned in the 
two cases above, is a supposition in support of 
which, I can find no testimony. Do tell us, 
Mr. Everett, have you been baptized with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire? Have you been 
endued with miraculous power from on high, 
as those were in ‘old times,’? who were bap- 
| tized in this way ? You tell us in your reply 
| to my first letter; on your 332d page, that 
God baptizes, “not with water,” but with 
| the “Holy Ghost and with fire.’ Can you 
prove that God ever baptized any person in 
this way, since the day on which Peter prea- 
ched at the house of Cornelius? Surely the 
age of miracles must have returned, and the 
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“ Holy Spirit must have selected the Univer- 
salists” of the eastern states, “ as the special 
subjects of its care!” And Mr. Everett be- 
lieves in miraculous conversions, does he? 
Yes, conversions by the miraculous outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit!! For says he, “God 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” 
You have heard a sound as of a rushing migh- 
ty wind, have you? And this filled all the 
house where you were sitting ? And you have 


seen cloven tongues as of fire sitting upon each | 


one of your baptized converts ? And you have 
heard them speak different tongues without 
having learned them’ at’school? All these 
things you must have seen and heard, in order 
to be justified in saying that ‘ God baptizes 
with the Holy Spirit and fire.” For Peter 
said, “He hath shed forth this which ye now 
see and hear.” The accompaniments of this 
baptism are such, that the Spirit can be heard, 
and the fire can be seen, and a whole congre- 
gation of spectators, with their natural ears 
and eves, could hear it and see it. When Il 
read your marvellous notions about Holy Spirit 
baptisms, I really could not but fear, that you 
were so much “ inflated with wind,” that the 
event would be with you, such as it was with 
a certain amphibious animal mentioned by 
Esop, which, though it was not afflicted with 
“canine madness,” was troubled with a kind 
of windy malady equally as distressing, and 
which peradventure might have heen cured 
by going into the “‘ water.” Be so good, sir, 
asfo prove that “ hydrophobia” is a “ canine” 
malady exclusively, before you animadvert any 
more on my use of the term. I used it just as 
{ would the phrase “ dread of water,” and 
just as inhocently as I would have used that 
phrase. My opinion was, and is, that this 
dread originates in weakness, and cannot be 
subdued, except by our having in view the 
definite object and benefits of water baptism 
as mentioned in the New Testament. 
[To he continued. ] 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Our good, cautious and charitable Presbyte- 
rian priest of this village, Mr. Stow, in giving 
notice of a funeral discourse which was deli- 
vered in the Baptist meeting house, on a Sun- 
day of this month, says to his congregation : 
“T am requested to give notice, that Mr. Bad- 
ger is to deliver the discourse—a Christian, a 
denier of the divinity of Christ.” As if he had 
suid—— My dear congregation, you must not 
attend the funeral of your deceased neighbour 
this afternoon. The preacher does not believe 
es we good orthodox Christians do. He denies 
our creed ; he denies our mystery that Christ 
the Son, is his own Father; and you must 
not attend. We will have an opposition meet- 
ing here this afternoon. J will tell you the 
truth, and you must come and hear me.”— 
That’s all. OBSERVER. 

Elbridge, January, 1829. 
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SELECTIONS, 


PUBLICK MEETING. 

The measures adopted by the pretended friends of 
religion and morality, are beginning to awaken our 
citizens to their true character and obvious tendency. 
We have ever been of the opinion, that there were 
too much virtue, patriotism and intelligence among the 
inhabitants of this country, to tamely submit to the 
unchristian and anti-republican exactions of a “cer- 
We are pleased with the 
calm and dignified, yet determined manner in which 
the several publick meetings, which have been called 
on the subject, have met the late project to stopthé 
mail on the first day of the week. The spirit which 
breathes through their addresses and resolutions, au- 
We copy from the “ Peoples Press,” Ba- 
tavia, the address and resolutions of a publick- meet- 

















tain order of divines.” 


gurs well. 


ing lately held at that place, as superceding any thing 
we might offer ourself. EpiTor. 
ADDRESS. 


GenxTLemen: This meeting has been called 
for the purpose of remonstrating against a pe- 
tition lately in circulation, intended to be pre- 
sented to Congress, praying that a law may 
be passed to prohibit the transportation of the 
mails, and the opening of the post offices on 
the first day of the week, called Sunday. In 
connexion with this attempt at. imposing re- 
strictions upon the regular transmission of in- 
telligence, is the recent establishment of a new 
line of stages, called Pioneer Line, intended 
to run‘in opposition to the old line of stages 
and to lie still on Sundays, originating prima- 
rily in the recommendations of a certain order 
of Divines, who have come to a determination 
to bestow upon it exclusively their patronage 
and support. ‘ 

This subject will admit of two general en- 
quiries, or considerations : 

1. What are the best received opinions 
of the institution of the Sabbath, or the sev- 
enth day of the week as a day of rest, and what 
are the changes and obligations that have been 
introduced by Christianity. 

2. In what general estimation are religious 
functionaries held, who endeavour to conyert 
church discipline into a system. of influence 
for the promotion of any other purpose than 
that of the diffusion of religious knowledge ? 

Ia conducting these inquiries, we have con- 
sulted some of the most approved authors upoa 
tne subject ; and it will now be proper to di- 
rect our attention to the first branches of our 
inquiries, which is the original institution of the 
Sabbath, or seventh day of the week, and how 
far the christian world is bound to conform to it. 

The origin of the Jewish Sabbath is plainly 
indicated in the second chapter of Genisis, in 
which the divine historian informe us that, “on 
the seventh day God ended his work which he 
had made, and God blessed the seventh day 
and sanctified it, because that in it he had 
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rested from his’work, which God had created { part the first day of the week for the purpose 


and made.” Gen. ii. 2, 3. 

After this, for the period of twenty-five hun- 
dred years, there was no command given that 
the seventh day, or Saturday shoul: be observ- 
ed as the holy Sabbath, or day of rest : nor was 


it observed as such till the sojourning of the | 
Jews in the wilderness, when to relieve their | 


necessities, manna was sent for their subsis- 
tence, which was found in the field on every 
day of the week except the seventh, on which 
no manna fell ; and in consequence it was ne- 
cessary to collect as much on the sixth day, as 
should be necessary for their subsistence for 
that and the succeeding day. At this time the 
divine command was first given in these words: 
“* See for the Lord hath given you the Sabbath, 
therefore he giveth you on the sixth day, the 
bread of two days ; abide ye every man in his 
place ; let no man go out of his place on the 
seventh day. 


venth day.” Exod. xvi. 


This appears to have been the first institu- | 


tion of the Sabbath, and it was not long after- 
wards established with great sclemnity in the 
fourth commandment. Previous to this period 
there appears to have been not the least allu- 
sion to it in the general history of the Jews, 
mor Was any permission given to dispense wh 
the institution during the Jewish captivity in 
Egypt, when the Sabbath as a day of rest ap- 
pears not to have been observed. But under 
the subsequent Levitical Law a capital punish- 
ment was provided for its violation in these 
words. Whosoever doeth any work on the Sab- 
‘bath day, he shall surely be put to death.— 
Exod. xxxi. 15. The Sabbath day as here in- 
tended, is the seventh day of the week, and 
therefore if christianity has not abolished the 
Jewish Sabbath, it would follow, that those 
who work on Saturday are Jiable to this punish- 
ment. ‘I'he Jews andthe seventh day baptists 
keep the seventh day as the true Sabbath, which 
they consider themselves bound to observe. 


The institution of the Jewish Sabbath ap- | 
pears to have been abolished by the primitive | 


Christians ; as Saturday, or the seventh day, 
to which the observance was confined, is not 


at present set apart as a day of rest, and con- | 
sequently it appears to be a wel] established | 


opinion that ** if the command by which the 
Sabbath was instituted be, binding upon Chris- 


tians it must be binding as to the day, the du- | 


ties and the penalty ; in none of which it is re- 
ceived.” 
bath as apart of the Jewish ritual and not bind- 
ing apon Christians as such. Col. ii. 16,17. 
In the abolition of the primitive Sabbath 
there appears to have been no new command 
given for the observance of a day of rest, or 


for the discontinuance of the common occupa- | 


tions of men. As the Jews preached in their 
Synagogue every Sabbath, so it became the 
practice of the primitive Christians to sct a- 


So the people rested on the se- | 


St. Paul indeed considered the Sab- | 


of holding religious assemolies for publie wor- 
| ship ; because on that day Christ first appear- 
; ed to his disciples afier his resurrection ; and 
though there does not appear in any part of the 
New Testament any authority for these convo- 
lions, or religious meetings on that day ; yet 
the circumstance that the day was changed, 
and in that change the Jewish Sabbath was 
abolished, carries with it a forcible presump- 
tion, indeed positive proof, that the observance 
of the Christian Sabbath, institated as a day 
for religious meetings, originated in some pre- 
cept of Christ or his apostles, which has not 
been recorded or promulgated asa law. There 
is no command to observe it as a day of rest 
nor any penalty attached to its violation as 
such. 

That the Saviour considered all days of the 
week alike as to the performance of good works 
is evident from this circemstance. There was 
'a man with a withered hand that Christ was a- 
bout to heal on the Sabbath day. The Phari- 
sees asked him if it was lawfal to heal on that 
day, to which he made this memorable reply : 
** Is it lawful to do well on the Sabbath day.” 

‘This may be considered as a positive com- 
mand delivered by the Saviour, and the per- 
| formance of good works on the Sabbath be- 
| comes an indispensable obligation. He that 
| will suffer his property to be destroyed without 
}an effort to save it on the Sabbath, or his 
| neighbour to suffer when his aid mightJrelieve 
| him, does not conform to the precepts of the 
| Saviour. 
| It follows then that all acts of an indispen- 
| sible nature, whether publick or private, work- 
| ing no injury to any one, but benescial to all, 
| ought neverto be intermitted. The suspen- 
| sion of the Mails would work a national evil ; 
| it would expose men of business to great in- 
‘conveniences ; sacrifices of immense value 
| might be sustained ; and even the interests of 
| religion itself might be impaired. 

They fought never to remain twenty-four 
hours atrest. If they did, they might be pur- 
loined, or robbed of property in notes to an im- 
mense amount. Great temptations would of- 
ten be thrown in the way. Besides they might 
be burnt ; and therefore they would be much 
' safer to be constantly in motion, which would 
save this additional risk in transmission. 

We wil! now advert to the second branch of 
our enquiries, which is, the estimation in 
which those religious orders are held, who 
| seek to render church discipline subservient 
| to any other purpose than that of religious in- 
| struction, and as this is forcibly illustrated by 
|aneminent writer we will quote the passage 

entire. 
| The authority of a church estsblishment 
| is founded onits utility, and whenever, upon 
this principle we deliberate concerning the 
| form, propriety, or comparative exeellency of 
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different establishments, the single view under 
which we ought to consider any of them 1s | 
that ** ofa plan of instruction,” the single end ; 
we ought to propose by them is “ the preser- | 
vation and communication of religious knowl. 
edge.” Every other idea, and every other end | 
that have been mixed with this, as the making | 
of the charch an engine or even an Ally of | 
the State ; converting it into the means of | 
strengthening or diffusing influence ; or re- | 
garding it as a support of regal in opposition 
to popular forms of government, have served 
galy to debase the institution, and to introduce 
into it numerous corruptions, and abuses.” 
[Pa.ey. 

From these remarks it is evident that an ec- 
clesiastical interference in the ordinary affairs 
of life brings not only an odium upon religion, 
but those of the clerical. profession, who neg- 
lect their duty as religious instructors by un- 
dertaking to controul temporal concerns.--- 
This thirst for power, so apt to be perverted to 
the worst of purposes, has done more to injure 
the cause of religion than all the works of de- 
istical writers, who have made adirect attack 
upon revelation. ; 

The evil tendency of this exercise of pow- 
er is distinctly seen. It foments hostility, en- 
genders party strife, creates jealousies and a 
determined spirit of opposition ; all which are 
injurious to the true interests of religion. 

The great and important privilege extended 
tous by our institutions is religious freedom. 
We are responsible to no man for our private 
opinions, subject to no penalties on the grounds 
ofour religious faith---and every attempt to 
impose restraints upon our conscience, if not 
a direct is an indirect violation of our consti- 
tation. 

But while we are contending for religious 
freedom, let us not overlook the interests of 
religion-- it is all important that that should 
be supported. We should consider it an in- 
dispensable obligation, to conform to the reli- 
gious ordinances of the christian faith, to fre- 
quent places of publick worship as far as cir- 
cumstances will permit. Let us cultivate a 
spiritof devotion, and resignation to the Di- 
vine Will. Letus delight, not in forms and 
ceremonies and empty ostentation, but in good 
works. Let us revere the religious institutions 
of our country. Let us cherish an implicit be- 
lief in the christian dispensation—it is the 
sure foundation, on which our hopes of future 
happiness can rest. 

The committee then reported the following 
preamble and resolutions. 

Whereas, we have witnessed, with deep re- 
gret, a disposition, in a portion of our fellow 
citizens, to unite the common business occur- 
rences of life, with religious and spiritual mat- 
ters, and to agree with each other to bestow 
their patromage on such as are favourable to 
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their own particular views ; and to withhold all 


23 


business intercourse from those who dissent 
from them in opinion—seeking to disseminate 
and establish the belief that such measures 
sre inculeated by religion and morality—and 
that neither can be sustained without concert 
and combination—thereby corrupting the sub- 
lime and dignified character to which these 
moral virtues are justly entitled; and convert- 
ing them to purposes temporal and worldly, 

and to the acquirement of individual gain ;-~ 
all of which, in our opinion, virtually tends to 
the establishment of an odious monoply, spe« 
ciously moral in its character, but in its details 
and operations, corrupting and debasing, agds 
highly prejudicial to the rights and interests of 
a large portion of our most respectable fellow- 
citizens ; and which, if not speedily checked, 
and effectually discountenanced by the good 
sense of the people, will become a hideous 
monster, which will acquire power without 
right, and denounce without mercy,—a thing 
absolutely hostile to the mild and charitable 
precepts of our holy religion, which commands 
us to ‘*do unto others as we would that others 
should do unto us ;”—-subversive of morality; 
because the incentives which it holds forth to 
the community to become virtuous, have their 
origin in selfishness and fanatical prejudice— 
caiculated to encourage hypocrisy, because, 
by threats and denunciations it makes prose- 
lytes, without asking of the novitiate any fur- 
ther obedience to the requirements of religion 
and morality, than outward demeanour can 
furnish, and because it derives support by ap. 
peals to the temporal interests ratber than to 
the moral principles of men-= prometion of dis- 
cord, because, it tends to tle gradual investi- 

ture af power in ecclesiastical functionaries, 

inconsistent with the civil authority, and which 

it is found will eat away and consume our civil 

and religious liberties—intolerant and arbitra- 





ry, because it defends itself from all just at+° 


tacks, not by inherent merits which it possésss 
es, nor by submitting itself to a just and dis+ 
criminatjng scrutiny—not by giving demen- 
stration ofthe charity and good will which it 
professes towards all men ; not by a disinter« 
ested benevolence which gladdens the thank< 
ful heart ; not by that meekness of te 
without which no man can be truly good ; but 
by broadly denouncing every man who dares 
to arraign its justice, as an “*atheisi, a deist, a 
heretick, and unbeliever in the faith and a;re- 
viler of religion.” 

And whereas we have been informed and 
believe that divers memorials have been and 
are about to be presented to the Congress of 
the United States, remonstrating against the 
transportation of the mails of this state, and 
particularly upon the great road leading from 
Albany to Buffalo, on the first day ef the week, 
commonly called Sunday, and demanding that 
a law should be passed prohibitory thereof: 
And, whereas, we believe that the increasing 


‘ 
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business in this section of the state requires 
that daily intercourse should be established, 
and kept up between us and the great metro- 
polis, through the intervention of che mail, and 
that.such a measure will not be detrimental 
either to the growth or perpetuity of our moral 
- and religious mstitutions, therefore, 

Resolved, That we revere the principles of 

Religion and Morality and that each should 
hold a prominent and distinctive place in the 
heart of every man: but should never be used 
as a.cloak for hypocrisy nor in furtherance of 
our temporal good. 
Resolved, ‘hat all religious or sectarian 
associations or combinations, having for their 
object the advancement of temporal interests, 
are subversive to individual right, and endanger 
the civil institutions of our common country. 
In proof of which, we need but to cast. our 
eyes to degraded, bigotted and oppressed Spain, 
to Catholick Ireland ; 
land of England. 

Resolved, ‘That we applaud the efforts of 





| 
| 


| 


and to the tax-ridden | 


| 


good men in causing religion to be respected | 


and morality to be observed ; but that neither 
object can be effected by coercive or arbitrary 
means. 

Resolved, That the increasing business 


| 


transactions of this section of the state require | 


the transmission of the mail between the city 
of Albany and the village of Buffalo ; and that 
its transportation cannot in our opinion, effect 


injuriously the morals ofthat community thro’ |; 


which it passes, nor interrupt the devotions of 
those who are truly devout. 

Resolved, That liberty of conscience and 
liberty of speech are two invaluable legacies, 
transmitted to us by the wisdom and inptelli- 
gence of our forefathers, and guaranteed to us 
by the Constitution ; and it is the right of all 
men peaceably to assembie and temperately 
declare their opinions upon a}l subjects, wheth- 
er religious or temporal, without incurring the 
denunciation of any men. 

Resolved, 
meeting be signed by the chairman and secre- 
tary, and that the several publizhers of news- 
papers in the county of Genesee, be requested 
to publish, in their respective papers, the pre- 
ceding preamble and resolutions. 

Resolved, ‘That the committee beinstruct- 
ed to request of Judge Stevens a copy of the 
address delivered to the meeting, for publica- 
tion ; and thatthe same be published with 
the preamble and resolutions. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this 
meeting be transmitted to the member of 
Congress from this District. 

J. W. STEVENS, Chairman, 

D. H. Cuanpuer, Secretary. 


MORE PETITIONS. 
It is expected that ali the Jews in the Uni- 
ted States, with the Sabbatarians, will soon 





That the proceedings of this | 








present a petition to Congress to stop the pas- 
sage of the Mail, and the opening of Post- 
Offices, on Saturday, the seventh day in the 
week, and the true Sabbath spoken of in the 
scriptures. 

Others, it is supposed, will present a peti- 
tion to the same effect, touching Guod Friday, 
it being thought inconsistent with the,charac- 
ter of a moral and religious people, that secu- 
lar business, of any kind, should be done op 
that day. 

The Roman Catholicks may be expected to 
petition that the Mail be stopped on Ash 
Wednesday, and not only on this day, but 
through the whole term of Lent, a period of 
forty days. But should Congress ordain that 
it run at all during that time, they will pray 
that it be on Sunday, as this is a day in which, 
during this holy fast, they permit the most 
indulgence. 

Others, it is supposed, will petition Oon- 
gress to arrest the Mail on Christmas; and all 
New-England, the land of steady habits, will 
unite in insisting that Fast Days and Thanks. 
givings be not desecrated by the revolving 
wheels of a Mail Coach. : 

The different petitioners will sustain their 
respective prayers by the trite maxim of our 
government, that no preference is to be shown 
to one sect over another, and that the reli- 
gious scruples of the different sects are alike 
to be respected. 

All these petitions will furnish Congress with 
as much business as it can attend to, previ- 
ously to the 4th of March. 








RESIGNATION. 

There is no virtue more acceptable to God, 
and in practice, more conducive to human 
happiness, than resignation to the divine will. 
He who presumes to question the wisdom, the 
goodness, and the paternal solicitude, for the 
felicity of man, of the Supreme Being, is guilty 
of the most heinous of crimes, and deserving 
of the most severe punishment. ‘That wisdom, 
which is displayed in the economy of the vast 
system of creation——that goodness, which eve 
ry page in the volume of nature exhibits p 
language the most forcible and endearing-- 
that paternal solicitude which the scheme ot 
redemption and pardon so gloriously illustrates, 
should silence every murmur when we are af- 
flicted, and teach us to consider that we are 
chastised for the most benevolent purpose, and 
corrected that we may be worthy of those un- 
fading joys for which we are ultimately de- 
signed. The globe is not constructed for the 
eternal abode of an eternal soul. We should 
view all its perpiexities, as equally short-lived 
and transitory. He whouses the good things 
of this world, without abusing them; whom 
prosperity cannot elate, who puts a just value 
upon what he possesses, and is ready to resign 
the blessing which he is favoured with into 
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, preacher in fellowship with the Universalists?” 








the hands of him by whom they were bestow- 
ed, (when the requisition made is an object of 
divine complacency.) will surely receive an 
abundant reward. Resignation can alleviate 
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the distress of this life, calm its varied trou | 
bles, pour a ray of comfort to enliven the | 


vale of tears through which our pilgrimage 
must be made, and cheer with consoling ex- 
pectations the gloom that lours over the pillow 
of death. Who then would have the hard- 


| of Providence, or arraign Omniscience at the 


tribunal of human presumption ? 


We trust the Address and Resolutions of the Pub- 





BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 

Many of our friends have been anxious to obtain 
Pickering’s Psalms and Hymns. The Publisher of 
this paper has them now for sale; also a Sermon by 
the Rev. S. R. Smith, entitled “True Believer’s 
hatred of the world.” Together with. most of the 
popular works of Universalists, and a variety of 
pamphlets designed to elucidate or defend the doctrine 
of the final holiness and consequent happiness of all 


“pee ° : : | mankind. 
hess to doubt the justice of the dispensations | 


OUR WESTERN SUBSCRIBERS. 
From many of our subscribers in the western states 


' we have received no returns during the past year, apd 


lick meeting, lately held at Batavia, relative to the | 


project for stopping the mail on the first day of the 
week, will be read with interest. The mere stopping 
of the mail or closing the Post-Offices on that day, is 
butatrifle. It is only designed by those who love our 
souls, butour CASH more, to accustom our legislative 
councils to priestly influence and clerical dictation.— 
Americans! be on your guard. Reverence religion, 
but see that your crafty, spiritual demagogues do not 
corrupt your government and destroy your liberties 
while they are pretending to support piety and mo- 
rality. 

We return our thanks to those of our agents and 
friends who have exerted themselves to swell our sub- 
scription list for the seventh volume, 
more may be done, and we trust those who approve 
the dectrine we attempt to support, will not be back- 
ward to encourage their neighbours to read for them- | 


Perhaps much 


selves, and also to patronize a work which labours to 
vindicate every man’s rights, and to reconcile all to ; 
their Creator, to themselves and to each other. 





To CorRRESPONDENTS.—" Plain Truth” has been 
mislaid. * Christ- 
ianity” No. 4, shall appear in our next. A communica- 
tion from “Senex” shall also appear in our next. 

We have a press of matter on hand, but shall dispose 
The review of Sellon’s 


It shall appear as soon es found. 


of it as fast as we find room. 
Sermons will be continued m our next; and a series | 
_pf essays on Divine Goodness will be commenced in 
our next or soon. Our Essay on Christianity is com- 
_menced, and our readers must recollect that we are 
calculating to open a wide field of discussion—they 
must not be disappointed if they have to receive seve~ 
ral numbers before they discover the extent of the 
field to be surveyed. 


W. Brooks a 
To 
avoid the frequent repetition of this question we give | 
this notice that we know no such man as George W. 
Brooks asa Universalist preacher. A man by that 
name did indeed once have the fellowship of our asso- 
ciations, but he has of his own accord withdrawn and 
published to the world that he is no longer in fellow- 
ship with us, and we are satisfied that he has with- 
drawn. 


We are frequently asked, “Is G. 


many are yet indebted to Mr. G. Tuttle, for the Sth 
volume of the Advocate. This is probably owing in 
some cases to the removal or neglect of agente, and in 
others, to the difficulty of transmitting money. We 
have a numerous list of subscribers in Louisville, Ky. 
and Cincinnati, Ohio, most of whom are indebted for 
two years Advocate. If our former Agents in those 


| places neglect to act, we hope our subscribers will 


devise some means of sending us our dues. Any infor- 
matioas from our friends in either place will be thank- 
fully received. 

In cases where U. S. bills cannot be conveniently 
procured, we will receive bills of any specie paying 
banks, which are current in New-England, New-York, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, 
North and South Carolina, Georgia or Virginia. 

Money owing to G. Tuttle for the 5th volume, und 
to the present proprietor for the 6th and 7th vols. of 


, the Advocate; may be forwarded together in the Same 


letter. 
In places where arrearages are due, it is desirable 
that our agents, if we have any, should give us the 


‘ earliest information of the state of our affairs, to pre- 


vent the expense of postage incident to our writing to 
each individual subscriber: And in case we have no 
Agent who acts, we wish some one of our patrons to 


| act in behalf of the others, and we will allow such a 


fair per centage for the trouble of collecting and 
transmitting money. We consider all our old subscri- 
bers responsible for the present volume, who neglect te 
return the first number, or give notice to Post-masters 
of discontinuance. PUBLISHER, 


ADDITIONAL AGENTS. 

Joseph H. Connover, Agent, Dayton, Ohio; Parley 
Brewn, West-Richmond, Ontario co. N. ¥.; Col. S. 
Cummings, Batavia, Genesee county,N. Y.; Rev. L, 
Knap, Brighton, Monroe co. N. Y. Rev. H.-Sampson, 
Parma, Monroe co. N. Y. G. F. Wilson, Bethania, 
Stokes county, N. Carolina; Dr. F. F. Calmes, Pop- 
lar Grove, Newbury Dist. S.C.; Rev. 4. Vanden- 
burgh, La Fayette, Onondaga co. N. Y.; William 
Sione, Scriba, Oswego county, N. Y.; Slephen God- 
dard, Esq. McDonough, Chenango county, N. ¥.;— 
J. H. Ellis, M. D. Virgil, Cortland co. N. Y.; David 
Emery, Winfield, Herkimer co. N. Y.; Peter H, 
Warren, Columbia, Herkimer co. N. Y.; Rev. S, 
Adams, Smithville, Chenango co, N. Y. 








32 GOSPEL 


ADVOCATE. 

















Bortick Devurtment. 








FROM THE PHILADELPHIA EVENING POST. 
EUPHRATES. 
Math. xiii, from 24 to 30th verse inelusive. 
**T was on the rich banks of Euphrates’ stream, 
Jehovah, omniscient, all- wise and supreme, 
First stationed Adam in Eden’s sweet buw’r, 
With Eve his companion, a delicate flower. 
Hesow’d their young bosoms with seed in their youth, 
Of virtue, benevolence, wisdom and truth ; 
And on the same ground where the choice wheat was 
sown, 
The tares by the tongue of the serpent were thrown : 


Tis plain to be seen, that the heart ia the ground 
Where truth and deception are both to be found; 
‘These are the two seeds which the human heart bears— 
And all that is meant by the wheat and the tares, 
The servants of old saw it not im their day, 

How God his great goodness to man would display : 
They saw not the depth of that wonderful plan, 
Which wisdom had drawn for the welfare of man. 


These servants saw tares (in the wheat) bearing fruit, 

Said let us go pull up each tare by the root ; 

The mild voice of reason, replied no, forbear, 

Lest you in so doing the wheat should impair,— 

Let both grow together ’till ripe in the field, 

That man may partake of the fruit they both vield; 

That by their effects he may well ascertain, 

That trath yields him pleasure, and falsehood gives 
pain. 


Man early imbibed false notions of God, 
Supposed him a tyrant sud vengeance his rod; 
The hand of tradition, e’er since man begun, 

Has borne the delusicn from father to son. 

The Father of Mercy bis bosom unfurled— 

Sent Christ to bear witness of Him to the world; 
Invested with wisdom and virtue to prove, 

That God was Etersal, unchangeable love. 


His healing the sick, and his raising the dead— 

His feeding the hungry with meat, drink and bread— 
His casting out devils—restoring the blind— 

All prove Him who sent him a friend of mankind. 
The Jews disbelieving in him, they began 

To seek the sweet life of that innocent man; 
Condemned him unjustly to hang on the tree, 

And bear the keen anguish of death’s agony. 


The earth was convulsed, her bowels distress’I— 
The heavens in mourning appear’d to he dress’d—- 
The starz, ‘and pale luna, and sol’s rolling fame, 
Alisbrunk from beholding the death of the Lamb. 
The love that inspir’d him, while he was on earth, 
Was stronger, ten thousand times stronger than death : 
Love prompt’d him to finish the task that was given, 
Rais’d him from the dead to the mansions of heav’n. 


By this we discover that mankind shall have 

A lasting existence beyond the cold grave ; 
Remoy’d from a state of corruption like this, 

To dwell jn perfection’s soft bosom of bliss. 

The first dispensation pass‘d off, and the new 
Unfolded a scene of bright glory to view ; 

The banner, bright banner of truth wasuofarl‘d, 
The ensigns of peace and good news to the world. 


The harvest appears, lo, the fields are all white ; 
The reapers went forth in the first dawn of light : 
The reapers are‘those, whom our God doth inspire 
To gather up falsehood and burn it in fire ; 

The spirit of Truth is the sickle so keen— 

The il/ uminous flame is the fire which we mean : 
The temple of Friendship and Love is the place-- 
The mind when refin’d of the whole human race. 





FROM THE NZW-YORK MIRROR. 
STANZAS. 


Cu1NG not io life, thou dreamer !soon 
Its fitful visions pass away, 
And at night’s pensive hour, the moon 
Will smile above thy wasting clay. 
True, when its buds are fair and bright, 
When joy, like hope, within thee springs, 
Thou reck’st notofthe coming night, 
Where death his shadowy mantle flings, 
Bui there’san hour, when ail must come, 
With faint delay to thy sick heart, 
With ciouds of cold oblivion’s gloom, 
Whose mournful pall may ne’er depart. 
Yes—it must come !—the hour of death, 
With its chill mildew onthy cheek, 
With anguish in the struggling breath— 
Vain words, which nature may not speak. 
Cling not to earth—-thou who hast given 
Thy heart to love’sdeep mysteries— 
Thou who hast found as pure a heaven 
As dust can find beneath the skies ; 
Launch not thy bark upon that wave, 
And gaze not or that flowery shore, 
Alas ! how soon the insatiate grave 
Will quench thy raptures evermore ! 
Ay, ere the light hath beamed, a cloud 
Will gather in thy being’s sky ; 
And hope will fade in the dim shroud 
Which hangs o'er mortal destiny : 


| Loves mild, warm sigh be soon forgot, 





Grief’s burning tear for joys will fall, 
And o’er the sweet * forget-me-not” 

Wil twine the night-shade’s coronal ! 
Ciing not to life—it hath a iay 

Which waken love and hope to dwell 
In the vourg heart a little day 

Then fades the rapt. enchanted spell ! 
How doth time’s lazging tide roll on, 

When their charmed days have ceased to bless! 
The light of gay existence yone, 

Clasped in oblivion’s chillcaress! 
Oh, ket the soul its sorrows bear, 

But cling not to life’s changeful road. 
Tow sweet to roam, in spirit, where 

We drink the peace which sprihgs from God! 
There is a faith, whose every beam 

Is like a voice in mercy given, 
Which bids the soul no more to dream 

Of fading earth, but cling to heaven, W.G.C. 

Where is the American woman that has ever writ- 
ten eny thing worthy of being compared with the fol- 
lowing ?—Eds, New-York Courier 

HEBREW S—Jer. 10, 17. 

From the hall of our Fathers in anguish we fled, 
Nor again will its marble re-echo our tread, 
For the breath of the Siroc bas blasted our name, 
And the frown of Jehovah has crushed us in shame. 
His robe was the whirlwind, his voice was the thunder 
And earth, at his footsteps, was riven asunder ; 
The mantle of midnight had shrouded the sky, 
3ut we knew where he stood by the flash of his eye. 
Oh Jadah ! how long must thy weary ones weep 
ar, tar from the land where their forefathers sleep? 
How long ere the glory tbat brightened the mountain, 
Will «cio the exile fo Siloa’s fountain ? 





hi The Gospel Advocate and Impertial Investagator, 
is published every other Saturday, by U. F. Douniepar, 
(10 whom aii leiters and communications myst be ad- 
dressed, post paidyyget $1 50 per annum, payable in 
advance, lo be ineréased /o $2 U@, if not paid within 


six months. 











